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Obituaries 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

  
         

Billy Devereux, Dunkerrin, Roscrea,  

R.I.P.                                      
        We pray for Billy who died peacefully at his home on 

Sat. 11th July. Billy’s Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Mary’s Church, 

Dunkerrin on Mon. 13th July,                                                                                    

followed by burial in Dunkerrin New Cemetery.                                                         

We extend sympathy to his sisters and brother, Maureen (Ryan),                      

Joan (Fitzgerald), Esther and Pat and their families, niece Anne and 

grand niece Saoirse, nephews, nieces, relatives, neighbours and 

friends.   

Bill is Uncle of Edel Moloney, Mountrath C.E. Scheme, Supervisor. 
 

 

May Billy rest in the peace of Christ. 

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     

Mary O'Regan (née Cuddy)                  

The Hermitage, Portlaoise,  Clonin,  

R.I.P.                                                                                                
We pray for Mary who died suddenly on Fri. 10th July. Mary’s          

Funeral Mass was celebrated in St. Fergal’s Church, Camross on Wed. 

15th July followed by burial in adjoining Cemetery. We extend sympathy 

to her husband Tom, daughters Abigail, Beth and Charlotte, parents 

Brendan and Frances, sisters and brothers,  Brenda, David and Jane, 

and all their families. nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins,                           

extended family, relatives, neighbours and her many friends. 

May Billy and Mary rest in the peace of Christ.  

 
 

May Mary rest in the peace of Christ 

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     

 

World Day for Grandparents, 

 Sun. 26th July   

‘I will never forget you’ (Is 49:15) is the theme chosen by the               

Holy Father for the Sixth World Day for Grandparents which aims 

to emphasise how God's love for each person never fails, even in 

the fragility of old age.   The World Day for Grandparents,                        

established by Pope Francis in 2021, is celebrated on the fourth                   

Sunday of July and is an opportunity to bring the Church closer 

to the elderly and to value their contribution to families and 

communities. This year, the date coincides with the feast of 

Saints Joachim and Anne, Sun 26 July, and the Holy Father                     

invites everyone to celebrate the Day with a Eucharistic                          

liturgy in the Cathedral Church of each Diocese. 

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     

 

  

This Year marks the 800th Anniv.  

of the death of St. Francis 

 

RTÉ's Sunday Mass comes from historic  

Multyfarnham Franciscan Friary  

this Sun (19th) at 11.00 am,  

marking this special Anniversary. 

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     

 

Pope Leo XIV’s First Encyclical      

Magnifica Humanitas:  

 

On Safeguarding the Human Person                                               

In the Age of Artificial Intelligence. 

On Monday 25 May, Pope Leo XIV published his first encycli-

cal, Magnifica Humanitas: On Safeguarding the Human Person                 

in the age of Artificial Intelligence. 

Full text of this Encyclical is available at                                        

Irish Catholic Bishops' Conference |  --website     

www.catholicbishops.ie   

                      - Follow the links on the home page  
 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

  
   

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

  

  

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

Vacancies at Mountrath CE Scheme 
               Env Worker -   Mountrath Town  -  CES 2434729 

            Env Worker - Castletown Village -  CES 2434727 

                Shop Assistant Vincents   -    CES 2440786 

            Care Taker- St Fintan’s GAA    -    CES 2434731 

         Care Taker - St Fintan’s Church  -   CES 2440786 

                  Hours 19.5 hours per week.    Contract:   Temporary 

Start date:  To be confirmed   Salary: Community Employment Rates 

Application Details 
Eligibility to participate on CE is generally linked to those who are 21 

years or over and in receipt of a qualifying social welfare payment for 

1 year or more or 18 years and over for certain disadvantaged groups. 

Your eligibility will have to be verified by the department. 

You can register your interest by selection “Register your interest” 

on JobsIreland.ie or you can contact a case officer in your local In-

treo Centre quoting the relevant reference number above.  You can 

also call into our office on Patrick St,  or                                                              

emailmrtacpecoltd@gmail.com  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

National Synodal Pathway Update 
Preparations are continuing for the National Syn-

odal Assembly, which will take place in Octo-

ber.  Working groups from across the country are 

reflecting on the key priorities identified through 

the synodal process and helping to shape the next 

stage of the Church’s journey in Ireland. 

To learn more and view the latest video update 

from Fr. Declan Hurley, Chairperson of the Nation-

al Synodal Pathway, and Patricia Carroll, member 

of the National Synodal Pathway and Pastoral Co-

ordinator for the Archdiocese of Dublin, please 

visit https://theway.ie/the-irish-synodal-pathway

-progress-and-purpose/ 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

Irish Synodal Pathway   
The 7 Priorities Proposed 

Belonging:    Fostering a Church of welcome, inclusion, and safety 
where each person finds a home in community and in Christ. 

Coresponsibility and Lay Ministry:   Empowering 
all the baptised, women and men alike, to share responsibility for lead

ership and mission throughnew models of ministry and decision-
making. 

Family:   Supporting the domestic Church as the prima-
ry place of faith transmission and belonging, and strengthening its 

connection with parishes and schools 
Formation and Catechesis:  Deepen-
ing faith through lifelong formation that is Christ centred,  experien-

tial, and equips the baptised fordiscipleship in today’s world. 

Healing:   Acknowledging wounds, especially those   
caused by abuse; committing to accountability, jus-
tice, and reconciliation; and ensuring safe spaces 

for survivors and all who carry pain. 
Women:    Recognis-

ing and including women’s gifts, leadership, and coresponsibility at      
         every  level of Church life, as a matter of justice and credibility. 
          Youth:     Engaging young people with authenticity offering our 

youth meaningful roles in leadership and mis-
sion, and listening to their hopes and challenges.  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
 

  
 

  

  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     
Cemetery Masses      

Ballyfin Cemetery        Sun. 14th June        

Mountrath Cem            Fri. 26th June   

Clonenagh Cem,              Fri. 10th July                       

Cemetery on Left   -   Mountrath to Portlaoise   

Clondarrig Cem.            Wed. 5th Aug.                  

Boughlone Cem.           Wed. 2rd Sept.   

 

Cemetery Masses Commence at 7.00 pm   



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     

Anniversaries 

Masses 

From 

Page 37 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

     
  

  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

  

New Defibrillator at Ballyfin Old School 
Official Name of Device  -  Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 

(An AED is a portable device and can be used by anyone to help someone ex-

periencing cardiac arrest) 

A new state of the art defibrillator and cabinet have been installed at Ballyfin 

Old School. This Unit has been installed for the protection of patrons of Bal-

lyfin Old School and Ballyfin Community Centre  / Ballyfin Parish Hall. 

A note about the Defibrillator. 

The Cabinet containing the defibrillator is not locked and is available to use, 

instantly, at any time.  When the cabinet door is opened an alarm sounds. 

I would like if a number of local people would engage in a training  / famil-

iarization programme in the safe use of the Defibrillator. If a number of peo-

ple come forward, I will organize suitable training – 

 To ensure that the defibrillator is always in working order and fit for pur-

pose, it needs to be checked out on a regular basis. I would like if a kind local 

person would commit to looking after the unit on behalf of the Parish. I very 

much appreciate your help and co-operation.  
 

       Please contact me if you are interested in becoming                    .                                                

involved in this project. 

 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Parishes Alive                                                             
Becoming Synodal 

Our Bishop, Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council in-
vites you to the third annual Parishes Alive Day on Saturday, June 

20th from 10am to 4pm in Carlow College, St. Patrick’s. The day will be 
facilitated by Dr Oonagh O’Brien, CEO of Mount St Anne’s Retreat & 

Conference Centre and Janet Forbes the Youth Director in the Archdi-
ocese of Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team. 

The day will explore how we can become more synodal in practice in 
our parishes and pastoral areas, taking baptism as a starting point 

and leading to practical explorations of key aspects of being synodal, 
including local decision making. Attendees will be given resources to 

take away for future use in their Parishes.. 
 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided. There is no charge to attend 
or for the hospitality.  

 

 

Because these are “roundtable” sessions, numbers are lim-
ited so early booking is advised. To book or for further information 

email Pat Roche, Diocesan Director of Parish Development, 
on parishdevelopment@kandle.ie 

  

  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
 

  Thank You 

Thank you for your continued and generous 

support of Mountrath Parish Weekly Lotto 

 and Mountrath Parish Collections.  

And  

Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto  

and Ballyfin Parish Collections.  

 

Your kind and generous support is  

much appreciated        



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

  

  

A Note of Thanks  
 

  To everyone involved in Ballyfin Parish Lotto,                

    Organising Committee, Promoters,  
Shops and others who facilitate the sale of Lotto Tickets  

and most importantly,  
you, who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.   

 

I extend a very sincere    
“Thank You”   

for your continued loyal support and generousity. 
 

Fr. Joe Brophy P. P.    

  



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 

A Note of Thanks  
 
 

  To everyone involved in Mountrath Parish Lotto,                

    Organising Committee, Promoters,  
Shops and others who facilitate the sale of Lotto Tickets  

and most importantly,  
you, who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.   

 
I extend a very sincere    

“Thank You”   

for your continued loyal support and generousity. 
 

Fr. Joe Brophy P. P.    
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Parishes Alive - Becoming Synodal: 
Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council invite you to 

the 3rd Annual Parishes Alive Day on Sat. June 20th from 10am to 

4pm in Carlow College, St. Patrick’s.  The day will be facilitated by                    

Dr Oonagh O’Brien, CEO of Mount St Anne’s Retreat and Conference                  

Centre and Janet Forbes the Youth Director in the Archdiocese of                

Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team. Much of the day 

will be interactive and workshop based. Lunch and refreshments pro-

vided. There is no charge to attend or for the hospitality. 

 Because these are “roundtable” sessions, numbers are limited so 

earlybooking is advised.  

To book or for further information email Pat Roche, Diocesan Director 

of Parish Development, on parishdevelopment@kandle.ie    

 or phone (office hours) 083-830 5681. 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps 

Ballyfin  Triona O’Rourke and Peter Byrne 

Mountrath Caroline Moore   Pacelli Walsh 

Deputy Diocesan Liaison                           

Michelle  Hughes   c/o Bishop’s House, 

Dublin Rd,, Carlow    Ph: 085 802 1633 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person: 

Ms. Ailish Higgins is now on Maternity Leave 

We extend our best wishes to Ailish  and her partner  
at this special time  

  Safeguarding Message 
Maternity Cover for Diocesan DLP., Ailish Higgins, is being                         

provided on a part-time basis by Michelle Hughes,                                          
our current deputy DLP. 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
  

    



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

New Defibrillator at Ballyfin Old School 
Official Name of Device  -  Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 

(An AED is a portable device and can be used by anyone to help some-
one experiencing cardiac arrest) 

A new state of the art defibrillator and cabinet have been installed at 
Ballyfin Old School. This Unit has been installed for the protection of 

patrons of Ballyfin Old School and Ballyfin Community                                  
Centre  / Ballyfin Parish Hall. 

A note about the Defibrillator. 
The Cabinet containing the defibrillator is not locked and is available 

to use, instantly, at any time.  When the cabinet door is opened                     
an alarm sounds. 

I would like if a number of local people would engage in a training  / 
familiarization programme in the safe use of the Defibrillator. If a 

number of people come forward, I will organize suitable training – To 
ensure that the defibrillator is always in working order and fit for 

purpose, it needs to be checked out on a regular basis. I would like if a 
kind local person would commit to looking after the unit on behalf of 

the Parish. I very much appreciate your help and co-operation.  
Please contact me if you are interested in becoming involved in this 

project. 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 
 

  For Sale  

Ford Mondeo Diesel Car 

Year 12      1.6 Engine 

Tax  31st May   NCT   21st July  

Reasonably Priced  

Contact  087 232 4217 



 

  

  
  
  

  

    
          
 

  
 

 

  

  
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

 Cemetery Masses    

7.00 pm 
Ballyfin Cemetery        Sun. 14th June 

Mountrath Cemetery   Fri. 26th June 

Clonenagh                     Fri. 10th July 

Cemetery on Left   Mt.rath to Portlaoise 

Clondarrig                   Wed. 5th Aug. 

Boughlone                  Wed. 2rd Sept. 
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(Online from Early Saturday mornings)  

 

Fr. P.J. Fitzgerald  S.P.S  C.C.  (087) 605 5783   

Fr. Joe Brophy   P.P.                  (087)  241 1594 

Website  www.mountrathparish.ie  

or   www.ballyfinparish.ie 
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 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 



 

Best Wishes to Scoil Bhride 

As they embark on 

Their New Weekly Lotto 
  



   
   

Safeguarding Children Parish Reps 
Ballyfin  Triona O’Rourke and Peter Byrne 

Mountrath Caroline Moore   Pacelli Walsh 

Deputy Diocesan Liaison                           
Michelle  Hughes   c/o Bishop’s House, 

Dublin Rd,, Carlow    Ph: 085 802 1633 

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person: 

Ms. Ailish Higgins is now on Maternity Leave 

Maternity Cover for Diocesan DLP., Ailish Higgins, 

 is being provided on a part-time basis by Michelle Hughes, 

 our current deputy DLP. 

 



 

 
  

   
 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Lotto Results   

From Page 71 
 

Bloom HQ  

From Page 77 
  

 Parish Finances  

From Page  118 



   

  

Anniversary  
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Anniversary Masses  
Mountrath Ballyfin Parishes 

 

 Sat. 18th July   

To 

Sun. 26th July  

 
 

Lord, for your faithful people, 

Life is Changed, not ended 



 

Ballyfin  Anniversaries   
Anniversary and Mass Times           

Mass Times – Anniversaries   
 

Sat. 18th   to  Sun. 26th July  
 

Fri.  17th July   5.00 pm   Exposition of Blessed Sacrament  

Sat. 18th July  8.00 pm   Martin and Sarah Gilligan, Brockera                                                                          

Sons, Martin, Seamus and Seán Gilligan                                                                       

Daughter-in-law, Theresa Gilligan                                                                                           

Grandsons, Alan and Jason.                           

   Sun.  19th July 10.00 am   16th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                

John and Ruby Seale, Clonboyne.                      

               Patrick and Mary Ellen Conroy. Ballylusk                                      

and their son, Patrick Joseph (Joe) Conroy                                                 

Wicklow Town  - Ballylusk   (Joe died on 27th Feb. 2024)                                                                

Mon. 20th July  7.00 pm      Apostolate of Sanctification          

  



 

Ballyfin  Anniversaries             

Mass Times – Anniversaries   
Sat. 18th  July  to  Sun. 26th July   Contd.   

 

Fri.  24th July   5.00 pm     Exposition of Blessed Sacrament  

Sat.  25th July  8.00 pm     Vigil Mass  -  17th Sun. in Ord Time  

Sun. 26th July   10.00 am                                                                                

    Mon. 27th July   7.00 pm     Apostolate of Sanctification  

                                          

 Month’s Mind Mass                                                                                       
 Sat. 8th Aug.  8.00 pm    Eilish Cashin, Portlaoise / Clonurke 

  

 

Lord, for your faithful people,  

Life is Changed, Not ended 

 
  



 

  

 

 

Cemetery Masses    7.00 pm      

Ballyfin Cemetery        Sun. 14th June        

Mountrath Cem.            Fri. 26th June   

Clonenagh Cem,              Fri. 10th July                       

Cemetery on Left   -   Mountrath to Portlaoise   

Clondarrig Cem.            Wed. 5th Aug.                  

Boughlone Cem.           Wed. 2rd Sept.    
 

 

 



 Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

Sat. 18th   to  Sun. 26th July  

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated 
 

Sat. 18th July 7.00 pm   Lil Burke (Nee Dollard) Shannon. St., 9th Anniv..   

Sun.19th July 9.00 am   The Hollow Ch.   Mary and James Fitzpatrick, 

                                                                                     Clonadacasey.        

                         11.30 am    Betty Meade, Ringstown. 6th Anniv.  

Tues.  21st July  10.00 am    Lorcan Fitzpatrick, Trumera.  11th Anniv.  

Wed. 22nd July  10.00 am    Fintan and Margo Delaney, Patrick St.,                                              

Daughters, Mariead (Dooley) and Paula (Byrne)                                                            

Son, James  (New York – Mountrath) 

Thur 23rd July 10.00 am    Altar List of the Dead 

Fri.   24th July  10.00 am    William and Margaret Kelly, Main St., 

                                          Lily, Michael and Seán Kelly    
 

Lord, for your faithful people, Life is changed, Not Ended 



 Mountrath  Anniversaries  

Mass Times     Anniversaries     

Sat. 18th  to  Sun. 26th July    Contd  

Mass times as listed below are for Mountrath Church unless otherwise indicated 
 
  

 

Sat.  25th July  7.00 pm     Paddy, Maura and Billy Kerwin, Clonard. 

                                  Úna and Vinny Kelly,  Main St., -  Golf Links Road. 

Sun.  26th July  9.00 am        The Hollow Church         

                 11.30 am   Florrie Phelan, St. Fintan’s Terrace.  4th Anniv.  

Tom Lanham, Kiln Lane.  

 

1st Anniversary Mass 

Sun. 16th Aug.  11.30 am  Helen Keenan (Nee Conroy) Church St., 

                                
Lord, for your faithful people, Life is Changed, Not ended 

 



 

Ballyfin Parish  

Ministries Rota  

 Sat.  25th  Sun. 26th July 
                              Reader      Ministers of Holy Comm 

Sat.  8.00 pm         Ken Molloy       Adrian Greene  

Sun.10.00 am       Laura Ruane    Maria Dowling    

 
  

Collectors for July 

Sat.  Peter Byrne  

 Sun.   John Fingleton 

  



 

Mountrath Parish  

Ministries Rota  

 Sat.  25th  Sun. 26th July 
Reader    Sat. Mary Hosey     Sun.  Michael Keegan  

         Ministers of Holy Communion 

Sat. 7.00 pm      Collette Byrne              

     Anne-Marie Byrne   Peg Russell                            

      Sun. 11.30 am      Dolores Mulhare                     

    Elaine Doheny          Rachel Hill                                     

 

 Collectors During July 

Sat.     Wm. Fitzpatrick   Joe Hosey 

  Sun.    Anthony Deegan 



 

Parables - Fr. Mike Schmitz is coming to Ireland 

We are delighted to share with you that the Evangelisation 

and Youth Ministry Sub-Council of the Irish Bishops’                               

Conference has been working alongside the Ascension Pre-

sents team to bring a very special event to Ireland. 

The Parables Tour, with Fr Mike Schmitz will take place at the 

National Arena, Dublin on 20th July 2026 from 7 pm – 9 pm.                            

The youth ministry sub-council has secured tickets especially 

for a youth audience to be present from                                            

every Diocese in Ireland. 

To this end if any Parish in our Diocese would like to avail of 

these tickets please email Fr. David Vard 

at youth@kandle.ie ASAP (before Friday 8th May). Additionally 

if, as a Parish you have already secured tickets,                                    



 

Arranging Anniversary Mass or Month’s Mind Mass 
 

The traditional way of arranging an Anniversary Mass remembrance was by visiting 

the Sacristy before or after Mass and making the necessary arrangement with the 

priest, who wrote the intention into the Anniversaries Diary, there and then.  However, 

since Covid this practice has changed.  

 Arrangements for Anniversary Mass remembrances and Month’s Mind Masses are, 

more often than not, now arranged by email, text message, whatsapp, by phone, 

among many other ways.   Which is great.  

 

 On the down-side, it can be quiet difficult to keep track of all these ways. -  Some-

times emails can go to folders on the computer other than the main folder and are not 

seen straight away.  The same can apply to text messages and Whatsapp. messages. 

This can cause a problem when I have no knowledge of these emails / messages com-

ing in and are sometimes not detected at the time. 
 

Can I ask you  –  

if you send me an email, text message or a message on Whatsapp, or any way, other 

than visiting the Sacristy, requesting an Anniversary Mass remembrance or arrange-

ments for a Month’s Mind  Mass and don’t hear from me or don’t see the relevant 

name / names in the Newsletter,  

please give me a call on 087 241 1594 



                   
 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



                   
 

Parish Newsletters.                                                               
 

There are three Parish Newsletters prepared                                               

and published each week  -  

2 - A4 Print editions for Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes -                       

available at all our  Masses and online (in PDF format)                                 

and 1 online Newsletter, uploaded to our Parish App.   

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes 

 and to our parish Website,  www.mountrathparish.ie    

and available to view from early Saturday morning.   

All items for Newsletters are always most welcome    

Letter, email or WhatsApp 

Email address for Newsletters  -  jmbrophy2@gmail.com 

 

As Newsletters go to print at 2.00 pm Thursdays, the Deadline                

for items for Parish Newsletters is 12.00 (midday) Thursday 

 



                   

Ways of Supporting Mountrath Parish: 

  Weekly Envelopes   

Contributing to the Offertory Collection during Mass   

  Supporting Ballyfin Parish Lotto    

   Standing Order or Transfer directly to Parish Account    

 Direct payment - Cash / Cheque    

If contributing by cheque please make cheques payable  

to   “Ballyfin Parish”  

Please indicate  -  Parish Fund   

or  Clergy Fund  (for support of the priests of the Parish)  

Cheques can be posted to  – Parish Office, Parochial House, Ballyfin,        

   Portlaoise, Co. Laois.   

or  deposited in the wall safe at back of  Church   
 

 Online Facility    See Diocesan Website  – www.kandle.ie   
 



                   
 

Ways of Supporting Ballyfin Parish: 

  Weekly Envelopes   

Contributing to the Offertory Collection during Mass   

  Supporting Ballyfin Parish Lotto    

   Standing Order or Transfer directly to Parish Account    

 Direct payment - Cash / Cheque    

If contributing by cheque please make cheques payable  

to   “Ballyfin Parish”  

Please indicate  -  Parish Fund   

or  Clergy Fund  (for support of the priests of the Parish)  

Cheques can be posted to  – Parish Office, Parochial House, Ballyfin,        

   Portlaoise, Co. Laois.   

or  deposited in the wall safe in the Church porch 
 

 Online Facility    See Diocesan Website  – www.kandle.ie   
 



                   

Ballyfin Parish   

Times of Funeral Masses  

Funeral Masses are celebrated in Ballyfin Parish at the following times 

Weekdays  (Monday to Saturday)  11.00 am 

Sundays    10.00 am    

 The Celebrant is the priest on duty in the Parish. 

Funeral Masses are transmitted live on the Parish Webcam  

And are recorded and available to playback or download  

 

Mountrath Parish  

 Times of Funeral Masses  

Funeral Masses are celebrated in Mountrath Parish at the following times 

Weekdays  (Monday to Saturday)  10.00 am 

Sundays    11.30 am    

 The Celebrant is the priest on duty in the Parish. 

Funeral Masses are transmitted live on the Parish Webcam  

And are recorded and available to playback or download  
 



                 
 

Would you like to become more involved 

 in Mountrath or Ballyfin Parish ? 

As    

  •   Minister of Holy Communion 

· Member of our hospitality team who looks  

after our church building 

•  Reader, Proclaimer of The Word 

· Collector at Mass       

·  •  Member of our parish choir 

· Member of any of our Parish Organisations  

    •   Server at Mass 

We would welcome your involvement.  

Please contact either Fr. P.J or myself  

with an expression of interest.   

 Fr. P.J.  087  605 5783         Fr. Joe  087 241 1594 

 

  
 



 

    

  

Parish  

News 

 

 

 
 



 

  

 
Parishes Alive - Becoming Synodal: 

Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council invite you                                    

to the 3rd Annual Parishes Alive Day on Sat. June 20th from 10am to 4pm                                    

in Carlow College, St. Patrick’s.  The day will be facilitated                                                               

by Dr Oonagh O’Brien, CEO of Mount St Anne’s Retreat and Conference Centre                              

and Janet Forbes the Youth Director                                                                                          

in the Archdiocese of Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team.                             

Much of the day will be interactive and workshop based.                                                             

Lunch and refreshments provided.                                                                                             

There is no charge to attend or for the hospitality.                                                                        

Because these are “roundtable” sessions,                                                                                     

numbers are limited so early booking is advised.                                                                   

To book or for further information email                                                                           

Pat Roche, Diocesan Director of Parish Development, 

on parishdevelopment@kandle.ie    or phone (office hours) 083-830 5681. 

 



 

  

   

Camp Pio Summer Faith Camp  

Bloom Hq.,  Mountrath   R32 DT9F 

Mon 20th July  to  Thurs 23rd July 

9.30 am  -  2.30 pm 

Contacts 

Laura   -    087 631 3370 

Caroline    085 243 0529 

Arts   -   Crafts      Music    

Drama     Team Games  -  Prayer 

 



 

  

 
  

 
 
  
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 



 

  

 
Parishes Alive - Becoming Synodal: 

Bishop Denis and the Diocesan Pastoral Council invite you                                    

to the 3rd Annual Parishes Alive Day on Sat. June 20th from 10am to 4pm                                    

in Carlow College, St. Patrick’s.  The day will be facilitated                                                               

by Dr Oonagh O’Brien, CEO of Mount St Anne’s Retreat and Conference Centre                              

and Janet Forbes the Youth Director                                                                                          

in the Archdiocese of Armagh and a Member of the National Synodal Team.                             

Much of the day will be interactive and workshop based.                                                             

Lunch and refreshments provided.                                                                                             

There is no charge to attend or for the hospitality.                                                                        

Because these are “roundtable” sessions,                                                                                     

numbers are limited so early booking is advised.                                                                   

To book or for further information email                                                                           

Pat Roche, Diocesan Director of Parish Development, 

on parishdevelopment@kandle.ie    or phone (office hours) 083-830 5681. 

 



 

  

Worldwide Marriage 
 Encounter 

 
  A Catholic movement, now formally recognised by the Holy 

See — its Statutes were approved by the Vatican on 11 March 

in the presence of Cardinal Kevin. Farrell. For over fifty 

years, Marriage Encounter Weekends have helped thousands 

of couples across Ireland and the world to deepen their                     

relationship with each other and with God, through the gift                 

of communication, renewed commitment, and shared faith.   

Weekend Details 

Venue:  Focolare Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare  - 

Dates:  Fri 2nd – Sun 4th Oct.   Arrival: Friday from 7:00 p.m., 

programme concludes  Sun. approx. 4:30 p.m.                                       

Register at:  www.marriageencounter.ie 



 

 

 

Thank you  
for your continued and generous 

support of 

Mountrath Parish Weekly Lotto  

and Mountrath Parish Collections.  

 

Your kind and generous support  

is always much appreciated        
 



 

 

 

Thank you  
for your continued and generous 

support of 

Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto  

and Ballyfin Parish Collections.  
 

Your kind and generous support  

is always much appreciated        
 



 

  

 
 
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 



 

  

 
 
  

 
 

  
 

 

  
 

  

 

 



 

 Mountmellick  Mountrath  Ballyfin  

Lourdes Pilgrimage Group 
 

 Church Gate Collection  

Thank You for your  

generous contributions  
 

Ballyfin            € 372.62 

 Mountrath       € 235.00 

 



 

  

 

Cemetery Masses  
Ballyfin Cemetery        Sun. 14th June        

Mountrath Cemetery   Fri. 26th June   

Clonenagh                     Fri. 10th July                        

Cemetery on Left    

Mountrath to Portlaoise 

Clondarrig                   Wed. 5th Aug.                  

Boughlone                  Wed. 2rd Sept.              

 

    Cemetery Masses commence at 7.00 pm 

   



 

 

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  to  

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 



 
Get Well Wishes 

 

We keep and hold in our Thoughts and Prayers,    

    People, their families and carers,                            

who are ill or unwell, at home,  

in Hospital or Nursing Home  

or undergoing any surgical or medical                       

procedures at this time. 

We wish you a speedy recovery  

 

 
 



 

Bingo  
every Monday night  

In St. Fintan’s Hall at 8pm.   

Come along and bring a friend.!! 



 

 Bingo in St. Fintan's Hall                                              
Every Monday night.                                                                       

Commencing  Mon. 1st Dec.,  

Blue and Yellow Sheets will be increased by 

€50, bringing the Full House to €300.                                       

Please support your local Bingo.   

 All are very welcome. 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish      -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030     BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -       BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please in-

clude your own name as the reference.  

 



 
 

Parish  

Lottos 



 

Ballyfin Parish Lotto    
Wed. 15th July  

 

Nos. Drawn   7   11   24   27  

No € 11,000 Jackpot Winner    

 24  Match 3 Winners  Rec. € 43 each 
  

Next Week’s Jackpot  € 12,000 
 

Thank you  for your continued and                                         

generous support  

of Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto  

and Ballyfin Parish Collections.  

Your kind and generous support is much appreciated      



 

Mountrath Parish Lotto 
Thurs. 16th  July 

Jackpot  € 14,000    

Nos. Drawn      42   6    8   26 

 No Jackpot Winner 

17  Match 3’s  Rec. € 59 each 

2 Local Winners 
Peg Russell  (Twice)  

   Promoter Bernie Phelan 

    Promoter, Heather Mortimer 

   Breda Conroy 

  Promoter, Breda Conroy      

      Next Week’s Jackpot  € 16,000       

Thank you  
for your continued and generous support  



 

 A Note of Thanks  

  to everyone involved in 

 Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos   

 Organising Committees, Promoters,  

Shops and others who facilitate the sale                          

of Lotto Tickets 

 and most importantly,  

you,  

who purchase a Lotto ticket every week.  

 I extend a very sincere  “thank you”  

for your continued support and generousity. 



Mountrath Ballyfin Lottos 
 

Next Week’s  

 

Mountrath      € 16,000 

Ballyfin        € 12,000 



 

News From Around  

The Diocese 

 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

Mountrath Health and  

Fitness Academy  
 

Our early bird classes are starting soon and 

places are filling up fast, we have just  

3 spaces left for our 6am and 4 left for our 

7am, hit the link and book you’re space  

today.. 

starting early may , anyone who send on 

emails  

will receive email this week   



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
Events  

at  
Bloom HQ 



 

At BloomHQ, we are with our clients every 

step of the way. From the initial enquiry to set-

tling into your new workspace, we are commit-

ted to making the experience seamless, sup-

portive and stress-free! We are here to sup-

port your journey from day one and beyond 

#BloomHQ #clientexperience 

#flexibleworspace  
  



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

Other 
 News 



 
 

       
 

 
 
 



 

Now 
Open 



 

 

 

Parish  

Finances



 

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2024, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by  € 12,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more                               

information, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 

 



 

Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you supported the 

Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase your con-

tribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.  It is of 

huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishioners donate and the name of 

the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out numbered boxes to all households in 

the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) for the 

first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for the years 2021  

and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you to everyone who has 

joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  

In 2024, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented Mountrath Parish finances  

     by  over € 17,000 
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing the   

details and returning it .  

If you would like more information please contact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  

 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming                         

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  



 
Copy of Financial Statements 

(For Mountrath and Ballyfin Parishes)  
available on  

Notice Board at back of Church  
and on Online Newsletter  

 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account s 

for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  
 
 

Thank you for your continued and generous 
support of  

Mountrath / Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lottos  
and Mountrath / Ballyfin Parish Collections.  

 
Your kind and generous support is much appreciated 

 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

 

Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Ballyfin Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  
 

Income: 

Basket Collection: € 15,971.70 

Envelope Collection: € 36,274.99 

Shrine income: € 569.24 

Rental income: € 14,320 

Tax Refunds / Rebate: € 12,000.07 

Church Bookings: €  250 

Lotto income: € 11,036.10 

Other Income: € 1,389 

 

Total Income   € 91,811.10 

 

 

 



Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Ballyfin Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

Expenditure: 

Pastoral Programmes: € 1,895 

Insurance: € 4,042.27 

Security: € 579.16 

Light and Heat: € 13,266.21 

Rates, Water, LPT : € 736.78 

Repairs and Maintenance: € 11,930.20 

Diocesan Levy: € 6,576. 

Diocesan Retirement Fund: €  1,000 

Missalettes/Printing: € 7,692.22 

Altar, Shrine Requisites: € 4,176.35 

Telephone, Broadband: € 1,165.16 

Computer servicing cost/hardware: € 690 

Hire of Equipment: € 1,333 

Music/choir expenses: € 200 

Accountancy Fees: € 300.29 

Bank Charges: € 828.11 

Donations/Collections: € 880 

Total :Expenditure  € 57,290.75  



 

 

Ballyfin Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Ballyfin Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

 
 

Thank you for your  

continued and generous support  

of Ballyfin Parish Weekly Lotto 

 and Ballyfin Parish Collections 

 throughout the year. 
 

 Your kind and generous support is much appreciated 

 

 

 



 

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Mountrath Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

 

Income: 

Basket Collection: € 40,269 

Envelope Collection: € 41,068 

Shrine income: € 9,059 

Rental income: € 34,425 

Donations: € 6,615 

Tax Refunds / Rebate: € 17,018.07 

Church Bookings: € 635 

Deposit interest: € 127.44 

Office: € 978 

Lotto Income; € 30,157 

Other Income: € 15,732.87 

Total Income   € 196,084.38 



 

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Mountrath Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

Expenditure 

Pastoral Programmes: € 1,412 

Insurance: € 19,107.29 

Security: € 484.54 

Light and heat: € 19,823.12 

Rates, Water, LPT : € 1,444.69 

Repairs and Maintenance: € 103,631.35 

Diocesan Levy: € 11,005.80 

Diocesan Retirement Fund: € 1,000 

Clergy Fund: € 2,342 

Missalettes/Printing: € 13,534.29 

Altar, Shrine Requisites: € 8,353.98 

Telephone, Broadband: € 1,400 

Computer servicing cost/hardware: € 2,880 

 



 

 

 

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Mountrath Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

 

Expenditure  (Continued) 

Hire of Equipment: € 2,903 

Music/Choir Expenses: € 525 

Accountancy Fees: € 300.29 

Bank Charges: € 969.37 

Donations/Collections: € 1,185 

Other loan Interest: € 5.37 

Interest: €-26.26 

Total Expenditure   € 192,280.83 

 



 

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Mountrath Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

 

Mountrath Parish Accounts 2024 
(Summary of Income and Expenditure Account  

for Mountrath  Parish for 1st Jan. 2024 to 31st Dec. 2024)  

 
 

Thank you for your  

continued and generous support  

of Mountrath Parish Weekly Lotto 

 and Mountrath Parish Collections 

 throughout the year. 
 

 Your kind and generous support is much appreciated 



 

If you wish to contribute directly through your Bank account 

to Parish funds  

Here are our Bank Account details 
 

Ballyfin Parish    -    (A.I.B. Portlaoise Branch) 

Lyster Square, Portlaoise.  

Name of Account  -  Ballyfin Parish Pastoral Council 

IBAN - IE44 AIBK 9332 7900 203030 

BIC.   -  AIBKIE2D 

 

Mountrath Parish - Bank Account Details 

(Bank of Ireland)   (Portlaoise Branch)  

Name - Mountrath Parish Current Account    -   

 Account number - 7274 7250 

IBAN - IE93 BOFI 9018 2972 7472 50   -   

 BIC. - BOFIIE2D 
 

If contributing to Parish directly through our bank account  please include 

your own name as the reference.  



 

Tax Back Scheme    Mountrath Parish 
 

Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you support-

ed the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. We are 

deeply grateful.   

Donations to Mountrath Parish of over €250 have the potential to increase 

your contribution to Parish funds by 31% through participation in the Tax Back 

Scheme.  It is of huge benefit to the Parish if we know the amount parishion-

ers donate and the name of the donors.  Hence this year we are sending out 

numbered boxes to all households in the Parish. 

We sent out CHY3 Forms to eligible parishioners ( who donated over € 250 ) 

for the first time in 2023 and we were able to claim back over € 13,739 for 

the years 2021  and 2022 . This is of immense benefit to the Parish. Thank you 

to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much appreciated.  
 

  If you receive a CHY3 Form later on in the Spring please consider completing 

the   details and returning it . If you would like more information                               

please contact me. 

If you are already part of the Tax Back Scheme — Thank You  
 

If you are not yet part of the tax back Scheme, I ask you to consider becoming 

part of it   -  It is of huge benefit to the Parish  



 

  Tax Back Scheme 

(Ballyfin Parish) 
Once again, I want to renew my appreciation to you for the ways you 

support the Parish and us, the priests of the parish, over the past year. 

We are deeply grateful.  
  

Donations to Ballyfin Parish of over €250 via the Parish envelopes have 

the potential to increase  your contribution to Parish funds by 31% 

through participation in the Tax Back Scheme.                                           

“Thank you” to everyone who has joined this scheme - it is very much            

appreciated.         

                                         

    In 2023, the Tax Rebate scheme augmented our Parish finances      

by almost € 23,000 

 

 If you are not, as yet, part of this scheme and would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at your convenience.  (Fr. Joe) 
 

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard. 



 

    

A very sincere  Thank You  

  to you and your family - 

 for your very generous support of  

and continued commitment  to  

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Funds  

And 

Mountrath and Ballyfin Parish Lottos 

 



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  



 

Mountrath Parish    Statement of Account 2023 
 

 Income                                               Expenses 

Basket Collection       € 35,932.00                      Pastoral Programmes       € 721.00                     

Envelope Collection    € 33,378.00                      Insurance               € 38,065.00            

    Shrine Income              € 11,590.00                       Security                    € 503.00                            

Rental Income            € 30,890.00                      Light/Heat             € 23,349.00                              

Fundraising                  € 3,225 .00                      Cleaning        € 200.00                               

Donations                    € 71,400.00                      Rates/Water/Waste        € 579.00 

Tax Refunds/Rebate      € 3,121 .00                     Maintenance/Repairs  € 79,602.00     

Church Bookings             € 500.00                      Diocesan Levy             € 11,006.00 

Lotto Income                € 31,631.00                      Loan Interest                        € 3.00 

Office                           € 1,899 .00                       Bank Charges       € 926.00 

Deposit Interest    € 36.00                      Diocesan Retire’t Fund   € 1,000 00 

Other Income              € 2,984 .00                      Printing/Missallettes    € 9,233.00 

                                       Altar/Shrine             € 10,616.00 

  Total:                       € 226,586.00                    Telephone/Broadband      € 600.00 

                                       Computer/servicing    € 5,051.00 

                                       Accountancy Fees      € 540.00 

                                       Youth/Community            € 260.00 

                                        Hire of Equipment      € 1,141.00 

                                        Music/Choir       € 250.00 

                                        Legal/Professional      € 828.00 

                                        Donations               € 1,700.00 
                                       

                                         Total:                 € 186,173.00        

A very sincere “Thank You” for your continuous and generous  

support of Mountrath Parish        


